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ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  4A 
ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ARTS  20-2:  MODULE  4 
SECTION  1 ASSIGNMENT  AND  SECTION  2 ASSIGNMENT 

Your  mark  for  this  module  will  be  determined  by  how  well  you  do  your  assignments. 

This  Assignment  Booklet  is  worth  95  marks  out  of  the  total  150  marks  for  the  assignments  in 
Module  4.  The  value  of  each  assignment  and  each  question  is  stated  in  the  left  margin. 

Work  carefully.  If  you  have  difficulty,  review  the  appropriate  topic.  Be  sure  to  proofread  your 
answers  carefully. 

You  can  use  a computer  and  word  processing  program  for  many  of  these  questions.  If  you  use  a 
computer,  be  sure  that  you  submit  a printed  copy  that  has  been  proofread  and  is  readable.  Include 
your  name,  course  number,  and  assignment  number  on  each  page. 


Section  1 Assignment:  News  and  the  Media 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places. 

1.  In  Lesson  1,  you  examined  several  reports  from  the  newspaper  and  discussed  why  they  were 
newsworthy.  Choose  three  of  the  articles  you  discussed  and  explain  why  each  is  newsworthy. 
Write  the  headline  of  each  article  in  the  space  provided.  Include  copies  of  the  articles  when 
you  submit  this  Assignment  Booklet. 

a.  Article  title: 


b.  Article  title: 
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c.  Article  title: 


When  you  have  completed  question  1,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  15  in  the 
Student  Module  Booklet. 


2. 


In  Lesson  1 , you  read  the  poem  “News”  by  George  Bowering  in  which  he  comments  on  news 
reporting.  Express  your  opinion  about  the  way  in  which  accidents,  disasters,  and  tragedies  are 
reported  by  writing  a paragraph  in  response  to  the  following  questions: 


• Do  you  think  “bad  news”  stories  are  reported  more  frequently  than  “feel-good”  stories? 

• How  do  you  react  to  reports  about  disasters  and  tragedies? 

• Does  the  poem  accurately  reflect  the  average  person’s  response  to  “bad  news”? 


Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  2 

Ideas  and  Impressions 

• The  ideas  are  thoughtful  and  clear. 

• Supporting  details  are  appropriate  and  relevant. 

• The  language  used  is  correct  and  effective. 

10  marks 

(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  following  page.) 
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When  you  have  completed  question  2,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  16  in  the 
Student  Module  Booklet. 

3.  In  Lesson  2,  you  discussed  the  types  of  leads  used  in  newspaper  stories.  For  each  of  the 
following  news  stories,  identify  the  type  of  lead  used. 

^ a.  A smaller  city  isn’t  necessarily  a safer  one  when  it  comes  to  the  accident  rate  for  children 

under  14.  A recent  feature  in  Today's  Parent  magazine  ranked  Halifax  third  highest  of  13 
Canadian  cities  for  the  hospitalization  rates  resulting  from  injuries  in  children  under  14. 


b.  An  Okotoks  man  held  hostage  by  renegade  Nigerian  oil  workers  will  arrive  in  Calgary 
today  after  nearly  two  weeks  in  captivity. 


c.  When  Eileen  Foster’s  auto  insurance  bill  shot  up  71  per  cent  earlier  this  year,  the  Nova 
Scotia  nurse  was  forced  to  park  her  car  and  start  riding  the  bus. 


When  you  have  completed  question  3,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  22  in  the 
Student  Module  Booklet. 
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4.  Watch  the  opening  ten  minutes  of  two  news  broadcasts  aired  on  different  television  channels. 
Choose  comparable  programs  such  as  the  morning  or  evening  news  on  CBC,  CTV,  or  Global. 
Recording  these  shows  on  a VCR  may  be  helpful  because  you  can  view  them  more  carefully. 
After  you  have  watched  the  programs,  use  the  directions  and  the  questions  in  the  Lesson  3 to 
sununarize  the  differences  or  similarities  you  observed. 


Assessment  Criteria  for  each  part  of  Question  4 

Thought  and  Support 

• A clear  understanding  of  differences  and  similarities  in  news 
broadcasts  is  evident. 

• Supporting  details  are  specific  and  relevant. 

4 marks 

Writing  Skills 

• The  language  used  is  correct  and  effective. 

1 mark 

a.  the  appearance  and  behaviour  of  the  news  team 


b.  the  look  of  the  news  program 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  following  page.) 
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c.  the  choice  and  treatment  of  news  stories 


5.  Did  you  find  the  two  broadcasts  you  viewed  purely  informative  or  did  you  notice  purposeful 
attempts  to  get  your  attention  or  to  entertain  you?  Explain. 


When  you  have  completed  question  5,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  24  in  the 
Student  Module  Booklet. 
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6. 


In  Lesson  4,  you  were  given  tips  for  recognizing  bias  in  the  media.  With  a partner,  you 
applied  these  tips  to  several  newspaper  reports.  Choose  one  of  the  news  reports  you  discussed 
and  complete  the  following  chart.  Be  sure  to  include  the  report  with  this  Assignment  Booklet. 


Headline: 


Where  is  the  story?  Is  it  in 
a prominent  location? 

How  much  space  is 
devoted  to  the  story? 

How  large  is  the  headline 
in  comparison  to  the  other 
headlines? 

Does  the  headline 
accurately  reflect  the  data 
in  the  article? 

Are  there  photos?  How 
many?  What  size?  Are 
they  flattering? 

Are  any  loaded  words 
used?  If  so,  what  are  they? 

Is  the  article  fair  or  does  it 
have  a slant?  Explain. 

7.  Can  bias  in  the  media  be  avoided?  Can  its  effects  be  controlled?  How? 


When  you  have  completed  question  7,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  27  in  the 
Student  Module  Booklet. 
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Section  2 Assignment:  Views  and  the  Media 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places. 

1.  In  Lesson  1,  you  discussed  writing  letters  to  the  editor  and  to  your  Member  of  Parliament. 
You  discovered  that  people  sometimes  use  faulty  arguments  when  they  write  these  types  of 
letters.  Read  the  following  letter  and  identify  three  faulty  arguments  used.  Explain  why  each 
is  an  example  of  unsound  reasoning. 


Speed  Limits,  Recycling  Go  in  the  Same  Dumpster 

After  years  of  disagreeing  with  almost  everything  Rebecca  Ross  writes,  I was  thrilled  to 
find  that  I completely  agree  with  her  column  about  recycling  (“Waste  ofTime:  Recycling 
Is  a Bunch  of  Garbage,”  April  4). 

It  is  indeed  an  overblown,  wasteful  scheme  being  foisted  upon  the  public.  You  go, 
Rebecca.  I only  wish  you  had  broadened  your  attack  to  include  that  other  governmental 
abomination  imposed  upon  the  taxpaying  public:  speed  limits. 

Many  of  your  same  arguments  against  recycling  could  easily  go  double  for  this 
oppressive,  intrusive  waste  of  public  safety  monies. 

For  example,  you  think  recycling  is  complicated,  sorting  out  plastics  from  glass;  try 
figuring  out  how  fast  you’re  allowed  to  go  on  Anytown  streets.  The  limit  changes  from 
one  block  to  the  next — first  it’s  40,  then  it’s  45,  then  it’s  40  again,  then  it’s  30.  And  then 
there  are  school  zones! 

And  the  way  they  drill  it  into  our  kids — just  like  those  enviro-nuts  who’ve  successfully 
jammed  their  leftist  recycling  agenda  into  our  schools,  the  speed-limit  freaks  are 
invading  the  classroom,  too,  with  their  gruesome  films,  “buckle  up”  nonsense,  simulated 
driver’s  training.  And  don’t  even  get  me  started  on  infant  car  seats! 

Talk  about  a cash  cow.  Those  recycling  costs  pale  in  comparison  with  what  the  city  rakes 
in  when  you  exceed  their  “posted  limits.”  And  if  you  think  photo  radar’s  bad — wait  until 
Big  Brother  unleashes  recycling  radar,  little  cameras  aimed  right  at  your  house, 
documenting  how  you  sort  your  trash. 

It’s  coming,  believe  me.  I heard  about  it  on  the  news  last  night. 

Jay  Jones 
Anytown,  Alberta 
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When  you  have  completed  question  1,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  33  in  the 
Student  Module  Booklet. 
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2.  In  Lessons  2 and  3,  you  read  and  discussed  two  opinion  articles.  Write  a letter  to  the  editor 
responding  to  one  of  these  articles.  Use  the  suggestions  about  writing  a letter  to  the  editor 
given  in  Lesson  1.  To  edit  your  letter,  use  the  checklist  on  page  194  of  Communicate! 
Remember  to  use  a business  letter  format. 


Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  2 

Thought  and  Support 

• The  ideas  are  thoughtful  and  clear. 

• Audience,  tone,  and  purpose  have  been  considered. 

• Supporting  details  are  appropriate  and  relevant. 

6 marks 

Form  and  Structure 

• The  ideas  flow  smoothly  and  coherently. 

• Correct  business  letter  format  has  been  used. 

2 marks 

Writing  Skills 

• The  language  used  is  correct  and  effective. 

2 marks 

(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  following  page.) 
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When  you  have  completed  question  2,  continue  v^^here  you  left  off  on  page  35  in  the 
Student  Module  Booklet. 
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3.  In  Lesson  3,  you  analyzed  several  editorial  cartoons.  The  following  editorial  cartoon 

appeared  in  newspapers  in  response  to  news  reports  that  the  US  government  was  concerned 
that  terrorists  might  cross  into  the  United  States  from  Canada. 


In  order  to  appreciate  the  humour  in  the  cartoon,  you  need  to  know  who  Hillary  Clinton  is  and  be 
familiar  with  the  children’s  story  “Chicken  Little.” 

a.  Briefly  tell  the  story  “Chicken  Little”  in  your  own  words.  You  may  need  to  do  some 
research  if  you  are  not  familiar  with  the  story. 


Reproduced  with  permission — Torstar  Syndication  Services. 
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b.  Who  is  Hillary  Clinton?  Again,  you  may  need  to  do  some  research. 


c.  What  is  the  cartoonist’s  message? 


When  you  have  completed  question  3,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  40  in  the 
Student  Module  Booklet. 

4.  In  Lesson  4,  you  thought  about  humour  in  opinion  pieces.  Write  a response  to  both  “Cliches” 
and  “Special  Delivery”  in  which  you  address  the  following  questions: 

• Do  you  think  it  is  more  effective  for  writers  to  express  their  opinion  directly  or  to  use 
satire?  Explain. 

• Did  either  of  these  pieces  make  you  think  about  the  language  that  sports  commentators 
and  other  people  use?  Explain. 

• Do  you  find  yourself  using  cliches  or  any  of  the  grammar  or  pronunciation  errors  that 
Nicol  mentions?  If  so,  does  the  article  encourage  you  to  change  your  habits? 

There  is  space  for  your  response  on  the  next  page. 


Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  4 

Thought  and  Support 

• This  experience  has  been  considered  thoughtfully. 

• The  student  has  made  a sincere  effort  to  assess  what  has  been  learned 
from  the  experience. 

• Strengths  and  weaknesses  have  been  discussed  insightfully. 

8 marks 

Writing  Skills 

• The  language  used  is  correct  and  effective. 

2 marks 
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When  you  have  completed  question  4,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  43 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 


Submit  Assignment  Booklet  4A  for  Assessment. 
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